
Speaking for the Defense: Part Two 
 

Paul’s ode to the love of God in Romans 8:31-39 is one of the most majestic literary and 

spiritual creations of all time. He realizes that God being for us, no one can be effectively 

against us. God having given us all his own Son will also graciously give us all things. 

God justifying us, no one can bring any charge against us. Christ intercedes for us. He 

speaks for our defense. And nothing—even the things we sometimes think mean God is 

angry with us, things like trouble and hardship in all their many forms—will ever 

separate us from the love of Christ. In every way imaginable we are more than 

conquerors.  

 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life,  

neither angels nor demons,  

neither the present nor the future,  

nor any powers,  

neither height nor depth,  

nor anything else in all creation,  

will be able to separate us from the love of God  

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

This is the heart of the book of Romans, not obscure doctrine or convoluted theology. 

This is the heart of the story we find ourselves in.   

     

Now how was it that these words poured so brilliantly and powerfully from the heart of 

Paul? My hunch is that he must have said these words many, many other times in his life. 

When he was adrift a day and a night in the open sea … When he was enduring yet again 

the forty lashes minus one … When the stones thudded into his body at Lystra … these 

were the words that got him through: 

 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?   

Shall trouble or hardship  

or persecution  

or famine  

or nakedness  

or danger  

or sword?  

…  

In all these things … we are more than conquerors … through him who loved us.”  

 

Paul had found the story we truly can find ourselves in.  

 

When we stop and think about it, when we pull ourselves out of the intramural doctrinal 

squabbling that has for far too long passed for Christianity, we see that this is the point of 

the whole New Testament through to the end of Revelation, especially through to the end 

of Revelation. Sin loses. Evil loses. Corrupt power loses. Pollution loses. Suffering loses. 



Disease loses. Crime loses. Death loses. We win! That’s the real story. If God is on our 

side, who can be against us? Who will be the accuser of God’s chosen ones? It is God 

who justifies, who declares his sons and daughters right with him; who then dares 

condemn? Christ Jesus who bled for us—and was raised to life—is always there 

interceding for us, speaking for the defense. What can possibly separate us from the love 

of Christ? Trouble? Hardship? Persecution? A little deprivation? A little danger? God 

died for me. No! In all these things we are more than conquerors. Overwhelming victory 

is ours.   

 

Now can’t we say with Paul, when we’re being criticized … when someone disagrees 

with us and we’re really bugged … when we’re worried about where the money will 

come from … whatever our health concerns … whatever dangers we face … whatever 

losses we suffer … when we’re facing temptation to do what we should not do …  

 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  

Shall trouble or hardship  

or persecution  

or famine  

or nakedness  

or danger  

or sword?  

…  

In all these things … we are more than conquerors … through him who loved us”? 

 

For I am convinced knowing what I know about God that nothing, neither death nor life, 

nothing in the world as it is or the world as it shall be—suppose by some wild flight of 

imagination that there emerged a different reality (Avatar is right), a brave new world, an 

alternative universe, suppose that; not even that could separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

 

So now whatever I face, I can follow and trust the way of sacred love—the fundamental 

truth, the core truth, that God is love. Whatever happens in my life, in the brightest days, 

yes, but also in the darkest nights, when life crashes in, when I am heartbroken and my 

soul is devastated, whatever happens, in any case, in every case, I can follow and trust the 

way that affirms God is truly love, that nothing can separate me from the love of God.   

 

God bleeds for me, for you. And I can trust God and the future God intends for us. And if 

we get the word out on this, there need be no more suicide, or abortion, or terrorist attack, 

or state-sponsored violence. If people can only see that! If you and I can only see it, and 

hold on to it, and live it.  

 

So here is the great challenge of life. Don’t let anything stand between you and the sacred 

truth that God is love, that Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to 

life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us, speaking for the defense.  

God is love! And his love never fails! Now don’t let anything stand between you and this 

sacred truth, absolutely nothing, no experience, no set of circumstances, no 



disappointment, and no doctrine, no matter how many Christians believe it and for how 

long, no doctrine, absolutely nothing between you and the God who is love.   

 

And when others come to you, hearts on their sleeves, in agonizing moral dilemmas 

you’ve never had to face, don’t do anything, don’t say anything, don’t even think 

anything, that keeps them from seeing the God who is love. 

—Dale Pauls 

 

 

 


